University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

11-20-2008

Humanities Montana names new executive director
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Humanities Montana names new
executive director" (2008). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 21263.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/21263

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

Montana

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406.243.2522 • FAX: 406.243.4520

HUMANITIES MONTANA NAMES
NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MISSOULAThe Board of Humanities Montana is pleased to announce that Ken Egan, a
specialist in the literature of the West, will take the position of executive director on Feb.
1,2009.
“During this time of change and crisis, the humanities are more important than
ever in helping us understand and respond to the challenges we face,’’ said Kathleen
Ralph, chair-elect of Humanities Montana. “We were very pleased at the response to
our nationwide search for our new executive director, and it is a tribute to Humanities
Montana as an organization that so many exceptional candidates applied.
“Ken Egan is very well qualified to lead Humanities Montana at this time with
his deep ties to Montana, strong academic qualifications and, most importantly, lifelong
commitment to the humanities,” she said.
Egan, now a professor of English at Drury University in Springfield, Mo., is well
known to Montanans. He served on the Board of Humanities Montana during 1989-93
and taught from 1985 to 2002 at Rocky Mountain College in Billings, where he was
faculty chair and divisional chair of Arts and Humanities. Egan was born in Poison and
graduated from high school in Great Falls. He received his Ph.D. in American literature
from the University of Wisconsin at Madison.

“It is an honor to serve the people of my home state,” Egan said. "Humanities
Montana has been a national leader in bringing informative, engaging programs to
citizens. Inspired by Montana’s astonishing cultural legacy, we will work hard to help
create conferences, exhibits and reading programs that speak to people’s concerns.”
A specialist in American and particularly Western literature, he is the author of
“Hope and Dread in Montana Literature,” which was published by the University of
Nevada Press in 2003, and “The Riven Home: Narrative Rivalry in the American
Renaissance,” published by Susquehanna University Press/Associated University
Presses in 1997.
He also is the co-editor of “Writers Under the Rims: A Yellowstone County
Anthology,” published by the Parmly Billings Library Foundation in 2001. His articles
and book reviews have been published in myriad anthologies and journals, including
“Fifty Years after The Big Sky: New Perspectives on the Fiction and Films of A. B.
Guthrie, Jr.”; “Western Humanities Review”; “Western American Literature; Studies in
the Novel”; “Studies in Short Fiction”; and many others.
A reception to welcome Egan back to Montana and Humanities Montana, and to
say goodbye to retiring Executive Director Mark Sherouse will be held in mid-March.
Humanities Montana is the independent nonprofit state affiliate of the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Since 1972, Humanities Montana has provided
services and grants to hundreds of Montana organizations in support of public
programs in history, literature, values and public issues. Among its many programs are
its grants, Speakers Bureau, OpenBook reading and discussion programs, One Book

Montana, Letters About Literature, the Montana Festival of the Book, Museum on Main
Street, the Governor’s Humanities Awards and many more.
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